[Principles and first results of the European program of breast cancer screening in the Bas-Rhin].
A mammographic breast cancer screening began in May 1989 in the Bas-Rhin. It has been selected by "Europe against Cancer" for France. Its aim is not to prove the efficiency of mammography screening by one view every two years, as many studies has proven it. Its purpose is to find the best methodological model for a national campaign. Its principles are to change attitudes and to obtain the active participation of the physicians without creating new structures. This campaign is offered to women aged 50 to 65, living in Bas-Rhin (74,200 women) without individual convocations. Their participation is obtained by a continuous information and motivation. The mammographic examinations are taken in charge by the Health Insurance and performed by the radiologists who have signed a convention. The homogeneity of the results is assured by a double and triple reading under the responsibility of the ADEMAS. In May 1990, after one year, 17,228 women had presented to the screening test. The positive test rate is 7.6% and 7.6% of the women had a diagnostic procedure which indicated a biopsy for 188 women. Among the first 176 histological results, 76 cancers have been diagnosed, 100 women had a benign lesion. The ratio cancer/benign lesion is 0.76.